THE SENTINEL OF HISTORY 


Jacob Nunes Góis: A Jewish Hero in the 


Jacob Nunes Góis was born 
in 1461 into a Jewish family 
that, like many others, fled 


from  Castile to Portugal 
seeking refuge. His father, 
Isaac Saleh ben Elã, adopted the 
surname "Góis" after arriving in 
the province of the same name, 
where the Jews found relative 
safety. Jacob grew up immersed 
in the fervor of Judaism, 
surrounded by the teachings of 
hãs ancestors, but the political 
and religious landscape was 
changing rapidlye 


With the forced conversion of 
Jews in 1497, ordered by King 
Manuel 1, the lives of Jacob and 
his family changed drastically. 
From that moment on, they were 
Jabeled as **New Christians**, 
Jews who had been coerced into 
converting to Christianity. 
However, despite their public 
conversion,many New Christians 
continued to practice their 
Jewish traditions in secret, 
risking their livese 


Among them was Jacob, who 
used - nãs sposition as an 
influential merchant to protect 
his family and other Jews from 
persecutione 


Jacob became one of the most 
prominent merchants in Lisbon, 
standing out in the sugar trade 
from the Madeira Islands. His 
business acumen and ability to 
form strategic alliances, such 
as with the Florentine merchant 
Bartolomeu  Marchionni, . made 
him an indispensable figure in 


the Portuguese economy. 
However, his true legacy lay in 
the shadows. 


With the official establishment 
of the Portuguese Inquisition 
in 1556, the persecution of New 
Christians became reljentless. 
Even those who had converted to 
Christianity were constantly 
monitored, 


Inquisition's Grip 


and any  suspicion of 
secretly  practicing Jewish 
traditions could result in 


imprisonment, torture, and even 
executions. Jacob Nunes Góis, who 
continued to practice Judaism 
in secret, witnessed firsthand 
the dangers his community faced. 


It was in this context that 
Jacob began to use his network 
of commercial contacts to 
organize escape routes. Under 


the guise of commercial 
expeditions, he financed 
journeys that transported 


persecuted Jews to destinations 
beyond the reach of the 
Inquisition, such as Brazil, the 
Netherlands, and the Ottoman 
Empires Brazil, newly 
discovered and in the process of 
colonization, became one of the 
main refuges where Jews could 
restart their lives far from the 
inquisitorial fires. 
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The Sending of Jews to Brazil 


Brazil,recently discovered 
by the Portuguese in 1500, 
became a strategic destination 


for the escape operations 
organized by the Gois family. 
Recognizing the opportunity to 
offer a safe haven in the New 
World, far from the intense 
religious  persecution that 
plagued Europe, the Gois family 
used their influence and 
resources to help Jews escape 
the Portuguese Inquisitione. 


Jacob Nunes Gois and other 
family members played crucial 
roles in organizing these 


expeditionse They  financed 
several voyages to Brazil, 
disguised as commercial 


operations to avoid detection 
by the Inquisition. With the 
help of their connections in 
maritime trade, they ensured 
that the ships carried Jews 
seeking a fresh start, away from 
persecution and religious 
intolerance. 


strategies, the Gois family was 
able to send many Jews to 
Brazil, where they found a safer 
environment to live and 
practice their faith. These 
operations not only saved 
countless lives but also helped 
establish a significant Jewish 
presence in the Portuguese 
colonys 


contributing to the 
region's development. 


The Gois family's efforts in 
facilitating these escapes were 
both meticulous and daringe 
Jacob Nunes Gois, leveraging 
his prominent position and 
extensive commercial network, 
ensured that the voyages were 
conducted with utmost secrecys 
Ships were often outfitted to 
appear as if they were engaged 
in Jlegitimate trade, thereby 
evading  serutiny from the 
inquisitorse This clever 
disguise allowed many Jews to 
travel under the radar, 
escaping the clutches of the 
Inquisitione 


Ônce in Brazily the Jewish 
refugees were not  merely 
fleeing from persecution; they 
were also laying the 
groundwork for a new Jife in a 
developing colony. The Gois 
family's support extended 
beyond just the initial voyage. 
They continued to assist these 
settlers by providing financial 
support and facilitating their 
integration into the new 
environment. 
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Gois and Marchionni: Partners in Jewish Escape 
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During the Portuguese 
Inquisition, the collaboration 
between Jacob Nunes Gois and 
Bartolomeo  Marchionniã stood 
out as a remarkable effort to 
save Jews from religious 
persecution. Jacob Nunes Gois, 
an influential Jewish merchant 
and banker, and Bartolomeo 


Marchionnã, a prominent 
Florentine merchant, formed a 
strategic alliance that 
transcended the realm of 


business and became crucial for 
the protection of human lives. 
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Jacob Nunes Gois, born in 
1461, used his position at the 
Portuguese court and his 
extensive commercial network 
to assist Jews persecuted by the 
Inquisition. His influence and 
resources allowed him to 
organize secure escape routes 
for those in danger. Gois stood 
out not only for his commercial 


acumen but also for his 
dedication to saving as many 
Jews as possible from 
oppressione 
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Bartolomeo Marchionni, in 
turn, was a Florentine merchant 
with an extensive international 
network. His collaboration with 
Gois was crucial for executing 


secret escape operations. 
Together, they  coordinated 
maritime expeditions disguised 
as commercial missions, 


leveraging the trade of spices 
and other luxury goods to safely 
transport Jews out of Portugal. 


During the intensification of the 
Portuguese Inquisition, Jacob Nunes Gois, a 
prominent Jewish merchant and banker, found hãs 
situation increasingly precarious. In 1540, 
facing the growing risk of capture and the 
imminent threat to his family's safety, Gois made 
the bold decision to organize an escape to the 
Netherlands, where the Inquisition had Jess 
influence and the Jewish community enjoyed 
greater protection. 


Gois knew that a successful escape would 
require  meticulous planning and absolute 
discretione Using his extensive network of 
commercial contacts and his influential position, 
he devised a detailed plan to ensure the safety of 


hãs family and other persecuted Jews. The process. 


involved disguising the escape as a legitimate 
commercial mission, which helped avoid detection 
by inquisitorial authorities. 


The expeditions were coordinated with 
extreme precision. Ships were equipped and 
prepared under the guise of transporting goods, 
while the passengers, in fact, were Jews seeking to 
escape persecution. The Netherlands offered a 
relatively safe environment and the freedom 
needed to start a new life away from the 
oppression they faced in Portugal. Qnce 
established in the Netherlands, Gois continued to 
support and organize assistance networks for 
other Jews arriving from the Iberian Peninsula. 


Arrival in the Netherlands did not mark the 
end of the challenges but rather the beginning of 
a new phase in Gois's life. He devoted himself to 
helping the Jewish community, using his 
resources and influence to create a crucial 
support network at a time of great need. His 
actions not only ensured the survival of many 
Jews but also strengthened the Jewish presence in 
Europe, offering an example of courage and 
solidarity in dark times. 


